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PRESIDENT’S LECTURE FEATURES LITERARY EXPERT 
MISSOULA -
The final installment of the 2000-2001 President’s Lecture Series at The University of 
Montana will feature prolific author Denis Donoghue, an expert on literature and poetry. 
Donoghue has written and edited nearly 30 books and is the Henry James Professor of English 
and American Letters at New York University.
Donoghue will present “The Critical Turn: The Arts Without Mystery” at 8 p.m. 
Monday, April 16, at the University Theatre. As the Lucile E. Speer Memorial Lecture, the 
event honors the former documents librarian who retired in 1968 after 40 years at the 
University. Speer was a delegate to the 1972 Montana Constitutional Convention and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate of human letters from UM in 1977. She died in 1987.
Donoghue also will give a faculty seminar titled “ ‘The Second Coming’ by William 
Butler Yeats: A Reading” from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m. April 16 in Gallagher Business Building 
Room 122.
A native of Tullow, Ireland, Donoghue earned an English doctorate from University 
College in Dublin. He was an administrative officer in the Irish Civil Service before working
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in higher education at Dublin’s University College, Cambridge University and New York 
University. He also has taught semesters at several different universities, including Princeton; 
the University of California, Los Angeles; Harvard Summer School; and Edinburgh Summer 
School.
His recent books include “Words Alone: The Poet T.S. Eliot,” “The Practice of 
Reading” (winner of the 1998 Robert Penn Warren-Cleanth Brooks Prize in Literary Criticism) 
and “Walter Pater: Lover of Strange Souls.” He also has authored numerous essays and 
reviews.
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